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What is 
peer-assessment?



Does 
peer-assessment lead 
to self-assessment?to self-assessment?



What can be 
assessed?assessed?



* written work
* speech
* painting
* a game* a game
* story (plot)
* science experiment
* behaviour
* attitudes



Peer-assessment and 
self-assessment:

advantages



How can we help 
students acquire 

these skills?these skills?



PrerequisitesPrerequisites

Students should be able to:Students should be able to:
* observe* observe* observe* observe
* look for details* look for details
* form an opinion* form an opinion
* be objective and fair.* be objective and fair.



Can start with a picture.Can start with a picture.

Ask general questions about 
the picture.the picture.

Do not ask questions that have 
only one correct answer.





Students are encouraged to
+ think
+ evaluate 
+ form an opinion and be able 

to express it.to express it.

(This is already a great 
achievement.)







Students can be asked to criticise 

* a basketball or a football game 
* a speech * a speech 
* an event. 







Next step: present piece of 
work whose author is 

anonymous.

What is the advantage of 
having an anonymous author?





Students cannot Students cannot 
assess unless they assess unless they 
have the criteria have the criteria have the criteria have the criteria 

(checklist).(checklist).



Creative writing criteria:Creative writing criteria:

* introduction* introduction
* paragraphing * paragraphing 
* use of grammar* use of grammar
* use of verbs / adjectives / adverbs * use of verbs / adjectives / adverbs * use of verbs / adjectives / adverbs * use of verbs / adjectives / adverbs 
* choice of vocabulary * choice of vocabulary 
* originality* originality
* imagination* imagination
* conclusion.* conclusion.



Delicate stage:
when asked to assess a piece when asked to assess a piece 
of work of a classmate.of work of a classmate.

Why? How do you go about 
it?



Find a good (?) piece of work. Find a good (?) piece of work. 

Students are asked to pick up two Students are asked to pick up two 
successes. successes. 

Later they are asked to find where Later they are asked to find where Later they are asked to find where Later they are asked to find where 
an improvement is appropriate.an improvement is appropriate.

Later: students suggest Later: students suggest 
improvement. improvement. 



Same steps used by Same steps used by 
teacher when teacher when teacher when teacher when 

correcting students’ correcting students’ 
work.work.





Acquiring skill of assessing Acquiring skill of assessing 
other people’s work is a long other people’s work is a long 

process.process.

Has to be done one step at a Has to be done one step at a 
time.time.



Teacher: cautious not to Teacher: cautious not to 
hurt students’ feelings. hurt students’ feelings. 

Shy / introvert / student Shy / introvert / student Shy / introvert / student Shy / introvert / student 
with low selfwith low self--esteem. esteem. 



Different Strategies:

* Whole class activityWhole class activity

** Group work: students discuss Group work: students discuss 
each other’s work and suggest each other’s work and suggest each other’s work and suggest each other’s work and suggest 
improvements. improvements. 

** Students in pairs.Students in pairs.



Use checklist as success Use checklist as success 
criteria.criteria.



Pre-flight checklist 

Work checked by peer using checklist.Work checked by peer using checklist.

TheThe 2 students: discuss work, how it 2 students: discuss work, how it 
can be improved. Beneficial to both.can be improved. Beneficial to both.can be improved. Beneficial to both.can be improved. Beneficial to both.

Peer signs that check is complete.Peer signs that check is complete.



Assessing peer’s work: Assessing peer’s work: 

* helps individual to          * helps individual to          
appreciate work of           appreciate work of           appreciate work of           appreciate work of           
othersothers

* learn from that work.* learn from that work.



The Thief



PeerPeer--assessment assessment 
helps individual to helps individual to 
acquire the skill of acquire the skill of acquire the skill of acquire the skill of 

selfself--assessment.assessment.



Students learn to reStudents learn to re--
read / reread / re--check / check / 
ameliorate work ameliorate work ameliorate work ameliorate work 

before presenting it to before presenting it to 
teacher.teacher.



This cannot happen This cannot happen 
in the absence of in the absence of 
success criteria.success criteria.success criteria.success criteria.



Success criteria in the Success criteria in the 
case of creative case of creative case of creative case of creative 

writing.writing.







Success criteria change Success criteria change 
according to student’s according to student’s 
stage of development.stage of development.stage of development.stage of development.



PeerPeer--assessment assessment 
and and 

selfself--assessment assessment selfself--assessment assessment 
help to raise help to raise 
standards.standards.



“…self“…self--assessment needs to be assessment needs to be 
done at regular intervals, so done at regular intervals, so 

that learners can be given the that learners can be given the 
opportunity to think about opportunity to think about opportunity to think about opportunity to think about 

what progress they are making what progress they are making 
and what their problems are”and what their problems are”

(Harris & McCann, 1998).




