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Oral and written questions.Oral and written questions.

Both form part of lesson.Both form part of lesson.



Do you agree that 
questions in class are 
crucial for learning to 

take place?



Write down five Write down five 
qquestions on any topic uestions on any topic 

from the Primary  from the Primary  
curriculum.curriculum.



Good questions do 
not come by 

chance.



Different types of 
questions 



Closed questions

Examples



Sometimes closed Sometimes closed 
questions deal with questions deal with 

recall of facts.recall of facts.



Recall question can Recall question can 
be easy / difficult. be easy / difficult. 
Depends on  what Depends on  what 

pupil has been pupil has been 
studying.studying.



Backwash effect of Backwash effect of 
recall questions.recall questions.



Closed questions : complex / 
higher order

e.g.

G� aliex il-verb waqa’ huwa
trilitteru?



Open/Open-
Ended 

Questions.

Examples 



Encourage 
students to think. 



What is What is similar between these two pictures?between these two pictures?



What is What is differentdifferent between these two pictures?between these two pictures?



Closed / open 
questions can be of  

higher order.

Examples



Examples of higher order questions

- Give another word for ‘beautiful’ in the 
sentence: It is a beautiful house.

- G� aliex � esu` jridna n� obbu lil xulxin?
- Why is 23 a prime number?
- X’inhu dak li j� ib it-tni�� is tal-ba� ar?
- Tell me two numbers that have a 

difference of 7.



WaitWait --TimeTime



Questioning Strategy:-
- Time to respond.

- Occasionallypupils exchange ideas in pairs 
or in small groups. 

- Occasionallypupils choose between 
different answers. Then they vote on 
options.

- Occasionallyall pupils write down an 
answer on their small personal 
whiteboard. 



Yet another method:

Students’ names on lollipop 
sticks placed in a bag.



‘Should we develop a 
‘no hands up’
approach?’



How are we going to 
create a non-judgemental 

environment in the 
classroom so that  students 
in need of further support 

won’t feel intimidated?



Questioning techniques  
used in class.



* The direct question
e.g. ?

* The incomplete sentence
e.g. ?



Other effective techniquesOther effective techniques



Invite pupils to elaborateInvite pupils to elaborate

““ Say a little more aboutSay a little more about…… the the 
coming of the Knights to coming of the Knights to 

Malta.Malta.””



EchoEcho

“ So you think thatSo you think that…… pollution is pollution is 
a health hazard.a health hazard.””

““ IntInt qedqedtgtg�� idid lili ……..””



NonNon--verbal invitationsverbal invitations

eye contact, tilt of head, nod, eye contact, tilt of head, nod, 
smile, etc.smile, etc.



Neutral Tone Neutral Tone 

Repeat answer in neutral tone. 
Pupils think about whether the

answer is correct or not.

Teacher: “So it’s WW2?”, pause, 
then:

Pupil: “Oh, no – it can’t be.  It’s the 
Vietnam War.”



Neutral Stance Neutral Stance 
(poker face)

Answer on whiteboard. Give pupils 
time to think whether answer is 

correct or not.

A neutral stance has to be maintained 
for right as well as wrong answers.



Personal contribution from ersonal contribution from 
your own experienceyour own experience

““ I remember, when I was I remember, when I was 
young, the teacher explained the young, the teacher explained the 
difference between human and difference between human and 

physical resources.physical resources.””



Reflect on topicsReflect on topics

““ I sometimes think thatI sometimes think that……cars cars 
are more of a disadvantage than are more of a disadvantage than 

an advantage.an advantage.””
““ What do you think?What do you think?””



BrainstormingBrainstorming

““ What comes to your mind What comes to your mind 
when we saywhen we say…… propaganda?propaganda?””



Putting yourself in someone Putting yourself in someone 
elseelse’’ s shoess shoes

““ What would you feel ifWhat would you feel if……??””
““ IntInt xi txi t�� ossosskiekukieku ……??””



Anna went to the dentist. 
Put yourself in Anna’s place. 
How are you feeling in the 
dentist’s chair? The dentist 
is checking your mouth. 
Perhaps you need a filling. 
How do you feel about 
that? At last the dentist says,  
“Your gums and teeth are healthy.”

How do you feel now?



We need styles 

(a) to act as ‘starting points’
e.g. brainstorming / concept 
maps, etc. 

(b) to elicit understanding during 
explanations or during/after 
activities. e.g.invite pupils to 
elaborate, reflect on topic.



Questions in the
context of literacy
and other areas of

study.



The 4 Ws

Where?
When?
What?
Who?

(closed questions)

Examples 



Examples of closedquestions
(recall):

� Where does the story take 
place?

� When did the story take place?
� What did she look like?
� Who is the main character in 

the book?



Higher Order Questions



Application or Linking
questions

examples:
* Think of another story involving  

a girl.
* Think of another story having 

the same beginning or ending.
* Think of another story where the 

author uses flashbacks.



Linking QuestionsLinking Questions

What is common in the What is common in the 
plots of various stories plots of various stories 
such as such as CinderellaCinderellaand and 
The Three Little PigsThe Three Little Pigs??



All these stories are built on the All these stories are built on the 
concept of Good and Evil.concept of Good and Evil.



Hero and Villain

Little Red Riding Hood / Wolf
Billy Goats / Troll
Cinderella / Step Mother 
Little Pigs / Wolf
Snow White / Witch
Princess / Rumpelstiltskin



Other examples of the Other examples of the 
good and the villain.good and the villain.



Robin Hood / King and Sheriff
Wendy + Peter Pan / Captain 

Hook
In Shakespeare, e.g. King Lear:
the Three Sisters  - 2 bad (villains) 1 
good.

Aslan / White Witch (The Lion, The 
Witch and the Wardrobe).

Films: Cowboys and Indians



Light versus Darkness

St Michael versus Lucifer

God versus Satan

Good versus Evil



Contemporary events:Contemporary events:

U.S. / Iraq (Saddam Hussein)U.S. / Iraq (Saddam Hussein)



Analytical questionsAnalytical questions

examples:
* What makes you think that 

the boy was happy?
* Which words in the 

paragraph give you the 
impression that the family 
was rich?



One of aims of analytical 
questions is to help students 

develop the ability to recognise 
inferences. 

Examples of inferences



Aqra l-paragrafu.  Ta � tu ssib tmien (8) 
sentenzi.  � dejn kull sentenza trid tni �� el
wie� ed minn dawn is-simboli:

V jekk dak li tg �é�é�é�éid is-sentenza huwa
veru skont il-paragrafu,

F jekk dak li tg � id is-sentenza huwa falz
skont il-paragrafu,

M jekk mill-paragrafu ma tistax tg � id
hux veru jew falz dak li qed jing� ad
fis-sentenza.



Kevin u o� tu Mariella kienu joqog � du
f’ra � al � g� ir u kwiet � afna.  In-nies
kienu bdiewa u g� alhekk ja� dmu l-
g� elieqi minn x’ � in titla’ sa ma tin � el
ix-xemx.  Kevin u Mariella kienu
jie� du pja� ir imorru l-g � alqa man-
nannu � u� epp.  Kienu jie� du l-ilma
mag� hom biex ikollhom x’jixorbu
meta jaqbadhom l-g� atx.



___  1.  Kevin u Mariella kienu a� wa.
___  2.  Kevin u Mariella kienu tewmin.
___  3.  In-nanna ta’ Kevin u Mariella kienet

mejta.
___  4.  Fir-ra� al ta’ Kevin u Mariella kien

hemm� afna storbju.
___  5.  � afna min-nies tar-ra� al kienu

bdiewa.
___  6.  Kevin u Mariella kienu j� obbu l-ilma.
___  7.  Fir-ra� al ma kienx hemm knisja.
___  8.  Kevin u Mariella kienu jmorru l-

g� alqa bilfors.



Teach students how to Teach students how to 
analyse a text.analyse a text.



Ask pupils to analyse a text Ask pupils to analyse a text 
((structure and content)structure and content)



There was once a very beautiful doll called There was once a very beautiful doll called 
Angelina Jane. She had bright golden curly Angelina Jane. She had bright golden curly 
hair, shining blue eyes, a rosebud mouth, hair, shining blue eyes, a rosebud mouth, 
and the loveliest pink silk dress and bonnet and the loveliest pink silk dress and bonnet 
that you can imagine. She lived in Molliethat you can imagine. She lived in Mollie’’ s s 
nursery and she was very proud of herself nursery and she was very proud of herself 
indeed.indeed.
She gave herself many airs and graces and She gave herself many airs and graces and 
was so vain and selfish that none of the toys was so vain and selfish that none of the toys 
liked her. Angelina wanted them to make liked her. Angelina wanted them to make 
her queen of the nursery, but they her queen of the nursery, but they 
wouldnwouldn’’ t.t.



Please write down five Please write down five 
questions you would ask questions you would ask 
your pupils so as to help your pupils so as to help 
them analyse the text.them analyse the text.



The following are pupilsThe following are pupils’’ reflections.reflections.
* The text is made up of 2 paragraphs.
* There is no direct speech.
* It is written in the third person singular.
* The past tense is used.
* It is a form of a personification (the doll 

was proud of herself).
* Lots of suitable adjectives are used.
* The sounds of the ‘g’ and the ‘n’ dominate     

doll’s name – Angelina Jane.
* There is the word ‘angel’ in Angelina. 

(Perhaps she was as beautiful as an 
angel.)



Reading between the 
lines



Detecting biasDetecting bias

(fairness)(fairness)



We can ask questions We can ask questions 
involving other skills.involving other skills.

E.g. observation, similarities, E.g. observation, similarities, 
differences, cause, effect, differences, cause, effect, 
finding evidence from a text,finding evidence from a text,
sequencing, prediction, etc.sequencing, prediction, etc.



Cause and effect:Cause and effect:
What happened to Sam?What happened to Sam?



And what happened now?And what happened now?



Recognise causeRecognise cause--andand--effect effect 
relationships.relationships.

YesYes NoNo Whales are mammals because Whales are mammals because 
they are big.they are big.

YesYes NoNo Leaves are essential because Leaves are essential because 
they shade the tree trunk.they shade the tree trunk.

YesYes NoNo Dun Dun MikielMikiel XerriXerri was a hero was a hero 
because he was a priest.because he was a priest.



Yes NoNo Dun Dun KarmKarm is our national poet is our national poet 
because he wrote lbecause he wrote l--Innu Innu 
MaltiMalti ..

Yes Yes NoNo Elephants are mammals Elephants are mammals 
because they are big. because they are big. 



Prediction: Prediction: The Puppy

Petra and her twin � or�
were the envy of all their 
friends. The twins got from 
their uncle a very cute puppy 
named Roxy.
The next day they took him 
to the pet shop on the noisy 
main street to buy him a collar and a lead. Inside 
the pet shop there was a big dalmation. Poor 
Roxy was too scared to go inside. So they left him 
outside tied loosely to a pole.
After five minutes Petra and � or� came out of 
the pet shop. Did they find Roxy?



PredictionPrediction
Martha’s brother is very sick 
and the doctor came to visit 
him on several occasions. 
Now Martha noticed 
(a) that her parents were smiling 

and they no longer looked 
worried

(b) the doctor was smiling as well and 
(c) her brother was no longer running 

a temperature.
Can you predict what will happen to her brother?



SequencingSequencing
Which picture should be first and Which picture should be first and 
why?why?



Are these pictures in the Are these pictures in the 
correct order?correct order?



Are these pictures in the correct order?Are these pictures in the correct order?



Sequencing
Putting on your shoes and socks (6 steps)

Tie your shoelaces.
Pick out the shoes and socks that you 
want to wear.
Sit down.
Walk away.

Put on your socks.
Put on your shoes.



Po�� i dawn is-sentenzi wara xulxin biex tifforma l-istorja
ta’ � a� an u l-Bieb
Wara ftit � a� an qam, libes u � ie biex jo� ro� mid-dar. 

Ftakar li ommu qaltlu biex ji� bed il-bieb warajh.

Min jaf kif � assitha omm� a� an meta ratu die� el fil-knisja
ji � bed il-bieb warajh! 

Qabel� ar� et mid-dar omm� a� an qalet lil binha: “� a� an, 
qum, ilbes u ejja l-knisja. Tinsiex ti� bed il-bieb warajk.”

Meta wasal, � a� an da� al fil-knisja, ikaxkar il-bieb warajh.

G� alhekk� a� an qala’ l-bieb u kaxkru mat-triq lejn il-

knisja.



What is similar?
What is different?



What is similar?
What is different?



What is similar?
What is different?



Difference between fact and opinion.Difference between fact and opinion.

FF OO Dun Dun KarmKarm wrote wrote 
MaltaMalta ’’ s national s national 
anthem.anthem.

FF OO MaltaMalta ’’ s national s national 
anthem is the most anthem is the most 
beautiful anthem beautiful anthem 
ever written.ever written.



FF OO Malta is a Republic.Malta is a Republic.

FF OO The Maltese The Maltese 
language is the most language is the most 
interesting language interesting language 
in the world.in the world.



More examples of fact or opinion.More examples of fact or opinion.

Please write down six other Please write down six other 
examples.examples.



Questions in the 
context of 

Mathematics



Questions in this Questions in this 
context can be asked context can be asked 
for different reasons.for different reasons.



Predicting or EstimatingPredicting or Estimating

e.g. ““ Estimate the number 
of marbles in this jar?”



Applying reasoningApplying reasoning

e.g. ““ The seven coins in my 
purse total 23 cents.  Of what 

value could they be?”



ConclusionConclusion

2 points 2 points 



(1)
Think of one practical tip Think of one practical tip 

you you 
have learnt today.have learnt today.

(2)
Think how to put it into how to put it into 

practice.practice.
___________________


